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President’s Piece
It’s good to get back flying again after the enforced break during the state of emergency. I typically fly in
the weekend (and on Friday’s) and it was a bit of an effort to get back into the swing of things. Other
activities had filled the space and I had to put those aside, reclaim the time slot, and get 'back in the sky'.
However after a morning at the strip the basic habits and skills reappeared and I remembered how much I
enjoy flying my models.
Club AGM: the AGM was held in February, thanks to all those members who turned up to support the club
and the incoming committee. The club needs a committee to provide governance and be advocates for
the members. I bet that we would all prefer not to be on the committee if we could, but if we don’t have a
quorum we don’t have a club – simple as that. So a big thanks to Peter, Paul, Andrew, Lance, Gary, and
Ron who have volunteered their time again to represent the club this year. It’s great that the core group
from last year will be together for the upcoming year.
Membership Fees: If you haven’t paid your fees you are now overdue. You aren’t registered with MFNZ
and you aren’t insured. If you intend to re-join the club please pay your fees as soon as possible. If you
don’t intend to re-join please let us know. We’ll soon start contacting those who haven’t paid and ask for
the return of the gate key so we can pass it on to new members.
New Members: We have several new members who have recently joined;


Mark Patton: Mark was a member some years ago and has now found the time to re-join and get
back into his model flying. He has a history in para-gliding and hang-gliding, looks like he wants to
spend more time with his feet on the ground now!



Mike Cochrane: Mike has been out a couple of times and is making good progress on the trainer.
He has a couple of models ready and will soon be flying them solo.

Please introduce yourself and welcome Mark and Mike when you see them out at our flying sites.
Flying Guidelines: We send out the flying guidelines a couple of times each year – including just after the
AGM (they will accompany this CnS). Please take the time to read and reacquaint yourselves with them
(especially newer members). If you have any questions please ask one of the committee.
Pits and Ground Care: You will have noticed that the pits area has been well trimmed and looking tidy
over the last couple of months. Fortunately Terry has again been very generous with his time mowing and
weed-whacking and the area is looking great – it’s a real pleasure to turn up and have a nice place to set
up and fly from. Thanks Terry for your good work.
With winter coming, remember if it has rained any time in the 24 hours preceding your intended flying
session can you please check the condition of the track before you drive out to the pits – that especially
includes 4WD owners.
Happy Flying,
Murray Irvine
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The CnS newsletter is published every two months; Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, and Dec.

NMAC subscriptions:
A reminder that if you have not paid your subscription for the season commencing 1 April 2019 you are no
longer a member of MFNZ and do not have the MFNZ provided insurance cover. If you are intending to
rejoin and this has slipped your mind, please pay as soon as possible. If you are not rejoining please return
your gate key and get your deposit back.

WhatsApp Group:
If you are not connected to WhatsApp give Murray or Phil a call.

Facebook:
We are now on Facebook. For those Facebook users out there, look up the Nelson Model Aero Club and
add a ‘like’ to our page.
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=nelson%20model%20aero%20club

Care of Your Strip and Track:
Remember if it has rained any time in the 24 hours preceding your intended flying session can you please
check the condition of the track before you drive out to the pits – that especially includes 4WD owners.

Special offer for NMAC Members
COOL POWER – 1 Gal (US) or 3.785 litre containers $65 each
BACK IN STOCK - NITRO ~ $35 per litre
I don’t have any bottles for the nitro so it’s BYOB (Bring Your Own Bottle).
Contact Peter Stevens.

An extraordinary fire season
This summer has been an extraordinarily dry
season with far from "normal" drought conditions.
During the summer the Nelson Tasman region
experienced the driest period and highest fire risk
that we have seen in over 70 years, along with
some extremely scary fires that have stretched
firefighting resources to the max.

Some people have lost property and many others have lost income, particularly in the forestry industry
where many workers had to seek employment elsewhere for a time until the fire risk reduced. We are
thankful no lives were lost.
During this time the community was particularly vulnerable which gave rise to a state of emergency and
the closure of many public recreation facilities due to the extreme fire risk. In response to this situation
the NMAC committee in consultation with the Nelson City Council took the unprecedented action of
suspending model flying activity at Wakapuaka until the arrival of much needed rain.
The committee would like to thank club members for their cooperation with this request. Having reviewed
the decisions made during the crisis, committee members have concluded our response will be similar if
the same series of circumstances occur in the future. We all hope this does not happen again for a very
long time.
The committee received the following email from Nelson City Council shortly after the rain arrived;
Good morning Murray,
Well, good news comes with all this wet stuff falling out of the sky! There has been sufficient rain fall to
inform a confident decision to reopen most parks and reserves around the Nelson region, including
Wakapuaka sandflats.
I just wanted to take this opportunity to thank you and your members for the continued support
throughout this period of extreme fire risk. We hope this scenario won’t present itself again for some years
to come, but at least if it does we will be well prepared next time.
Enjoy getting back out there in the sky!
NCC Supervisor - Parks
It was a challenging time for everyone in the region and thankfully we can now put it behind us and get on
and enjoy the things we like doing.
Regards
NMAC Committee

From around the club

John’s Dynam Catalina
.

Graham’s Aurora 1983 F3A classic. Almost a
year to build, no news on the maiden yet.

Mike’s Savant prior to the ‘successful’
maiden flight. This is an old Carey Burr
made model, good to see it in the air
again.

A loose aileron – but still a successful
landing.

Ben and Jordan taking off with the twin
Edge show (Jordan’s Edge hiding in front
of Ben)

Murray’s Revolver prior to
maiden flight (successful)

Phil fuelling up his Yak

Wayne preparing the Pawnee for
flight.

Mike’s Sunday morning
collection.

Tristan and family –
youngest son Ryan on the
controls

Ryan packing up the
trainer after some
successful flights.

Wayne’s Spitfire
taxiing out for
takeoff

Paul checking out newMike’s model prior to
giving it a first flight.

Steve’s niece. First visit out,
flew plane, and landed it! Oh
to be young again…

Below are some photos from Graham's trip to
Manderville in Feb 2019

